
Our first Winnerõs Circle Ranch 

website should be available by 

the middle of September.  We 

hope that you will find the site 

content informative and       

interesting.  You will access the 

new website at:  

      www.winnersranch.com  

The website will enable you to 

see the high level of care and the 

cutting edge treatments your 

horses receive at our ranch.  The 

site will also allow you to contact 

us should you be interested in 

more information about our 

care, supplements, procedures, 

equipment or our advanced  

veterinary therapeutics. 
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WCR Website Coming Soon 

performed at Winnerõs Circle 

Ranch are now conducted in the 

treatment center - bone marrow 

collection for the harvesting of 

stem cells, PRP collection and 

ultrasound-guided injections,  

digital ultrasound and x-ray   

examinations, cast changes, 

screw removals and the        

administration of shockwave 

therapy.  The center is equipped 

with a video endoscope and a 

surgical laser for minor surgical 

procedures of the upper airway.  

We also utilize the treatment 

center for continuing education 

seminars for Western University 

students and local veterinarians. 

In June of this year, Winnerõs 

Circle Ranch opened a hospital 

quality treatment center for use 

by our personnel as well as all of 

the local veterinarians.  Since its 

opening, the treatment center 

has been utilized on virtually a 

daily basis.  All of the advanced 

therapeutic procedures currently 
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òCatching a 

condition early or 

treating an injury 

in its early stages 

can hasten 

recovery and 

improve our 

treatment results.ó        

Dr. Don Shields 

New Equipment Arrives 

Treatment Center - Dr. Rantanenõs seminar for local veterinarians 

Dr. Norm    

Rantanen, board 

certified        

radiologist,    

presents an  

ultrasound  

seminar to local 

veterinarians   

R A N C H  N E W S  

We have recently added two 

new therapeutic devices to 

those currently available at 

Winnerõs Circle Ranch.  The 

Game Ready (pictured here) 

is a cold-compressive therapy 

unit.  Unlike simple ice boots, 

the Game Ready unit delivers 

cold therapy while keeping 

the leg dry.  This allows the 

device to be utilized   

immediately after surgery or 

injury to decrease swelling 

and not contaminate the site 

with water.  The Game Ready   

applies gentle pressure during 

delivery of the cold therapy as 

an aid to circulation and the 

removal of tissue edema.  

 

A new vibration platform has 

also been installed at WCR. 

As featured in a recent issue 

of California Thoroughbred, use 

of the vibe plate has been 

shown to increase systemic 

circulation and assist in the 

healing of many types of  

injuries.  Use of the vibe plate 

may even help maintain bone 

density while horses are    

rehabilitating from surgery or 

injuries. 

Dr. Heidi Agnic with video endoscope 

and digital radiography in the new WCR 

treatment center. 
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 The Western University School 

of Veterinary Medicine has     

recently appointed both Dr. Don 

Shields and Dr. Heidi Agnic as 

Clinical Assistant Professors of 

Veterinary Medicine and has 

established Winnerõs Circle 

Ranch as a clinical rotation 

site for third and fourth year 

veterinary students. 

 

Dr. Shields has worked with 

the University since the first 

clinical rotations  began in 

2005.  Both third and fourth 

year equine veterinary      

students join Drs. Shields and 

Agnic on their daily schedule of  

appointments.  These  students 

learn non-invasive procedures 

such as history taking, physical 

examination, lameness detection, 

digital radiology and               

ultrasonography.  The students 

also get to participate in the care 

and treatment of the injured 

horses donated to Leigh Grayõs 

non-profit Thoroughbred Rehab 

Center. 

 

Students routinely rank the     

instruction and experiences 

gained during their time working 

with Drs. Shields and Agnic as 

some of the most enjoyable and 

valuable clinical rotations of their 

University experience.       

In the tough times we now all 

face, the plight of the unwanted 

horse has grown dramatically.  So 

far this year, Leigh and Winnerõs 

Circle Ranch have rescued over 

25 injured or unwanted horses.  

Since opening in 2004, we have 

rescued and placed well over 250 

horses.  To those of you who have 

contributed to Leighõs charity, our 

deepest gratitude. 

Since opening in June of 2004, 

Winnerõs Circle Ranch has been 

proud to assist Leigh Gray in her 

efforts on behalf of injured and 

unwanted horses.  Dr. Shields and 

his associates donate their time, 

experience and treatments to all 

of the horses donated to Leighõs 

non-profit Thoroughbred Rehab 

Center. 

 

examine and diagnose.  After the 

diagnoses are made, Drs. Shields 

and Agnic discuss treatment   

options and prognosis for the   

various conditions with the      

students. 

 

Drs. Shields and Agnic have   

recently  received university   

approval for studies comparing 

the use of PRP, stem cells,      

collagen matrix and recombinant 

growth factors in the treatment of 

tendon and ligament injuries.  

For the last two years, Winnerõs 

Circle Ranch has hosted senior 

equine veterinary students from 

the Western University School of  

Veterinary Medicine for radiology 

and ultrasonography laboratories.  

Each half-day class instructs the 

students in proper machine use, 

technique, patient control and     

positioning as well as image      

interpretation.  The horses      

donated to the Thoroughbred 

Rehab Center provide a group of 

patients for the students to      

Student Seminars 

Horse Rescue/Placement 

òWe try to 

make a 

difference in 

the life of 

every horse we 

touch.ó    

Leigh Gray 



Winnerõs Circle Ranch is dedicated to helping 

injured horses by utilizing cutting -edge       

technologies, advanced veterinary therapeutics 

and rehabilitation techniques to accelerate and  

improve healing.  Our experienced staff works 

closely with local veterinarians to provide    

individualized care to every horse at our      

facility.  

At Winnerõs Circle Ranch, we also believe that 

our injured equine athletes deserve our care 

and treatment even if they will never return to 

competition.  To that end, Dr. Shields and   

everyone at Winnerõs Circle Ranch works 

closely with Leigh Gray and her Thoroughbred 

Rehab Center to provide care, rehabilitation 

and placement for these magnificent animals.  

On the web soon:  

www.winnersranch.com  

150 Sawpit Lane - Bradbury, CA 91008 

(626) 303-7853 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/17/sports/17blood.html?scp=2&sq=prp&st=cse  
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A Promising Treatment for Athletes, in Blood  
By ALAN SCHWARZ  

�7�Z�R���R�I���W�K�H���3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K���6�W�H�H�O�H�U�V�¶���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���V�W�D�U�V�����+�L�Q�H�V���:�D�U�G���D�Q�G���7�U�R�\���3�R�O�D�P�D�O�X�����X�V�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���E�O�R�R�G���L�Q���D�Q���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�M�X�U�\��

treatment before winning the Super Bowl. At least one major league pitcher, about 20 professional soccer players and        

perhaps hundreds of recreational athletes have also undergone the procedure, commonly called platelet-rich plasma therapy. 

�(�[�S�H�U�W�V���L�Q���V�S�R�U�W�V���P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���L�I���W�K�H���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�¶�V���H�D�U�O�\���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���L�V���I�X�O�I�L�O�O�H�G�����L�W���F�R�X�O�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W��of 

stubborn injuries like tennis elbow and knee tendinitis for athletes of all types.  

�7�K�H���P�H�W�K�R�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J�O�\���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���D�Q�G���H�D�V�\���W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�����F�H�Q�W�H�U�V���R�Q���L�Q�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���D���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�¶�V���E�O�R�R�G������������ 

�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�M�X�U�H�G���D�U�H�D�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�W�D�O�\�]�H�V���W�K�H���E�R�G�\�¶�V���L�Q�V�W�L�Q�F�W�V���W�R���U�H�S�D�L�U���P�X�V�F�O�H�����E�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���W�L�V�V�X�H�����0�R�V�W���H�Q�W�L�F�L�Q�J����

many doctors said, is that the technique appears to help regenerate ligament and tendon fibers, which could shorten          

rehabilitation time and possibly obviate surgery...  


